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Df air cad into the world, 


400 of many others, who either ab. 
in your erdination; of were 
preſent at it. Their declared ap re- 
henfion, that ir might do good, ex- 


* 4441 


ome + 


| If this effect 
rodueed, my 68 is quite an- 
liberty to inſcribe i 


to you; and am pleaſed with this 
opportunity of © publickly teſtifying 
my ſincere reſpect for you both. 

Tux providence of Gop has lately 
made ſeveral in breaekebi in re- 
K 2 moving 


w DEDICA4TION. 
moving ſome very. — miniſters 
1 amongſt us; their days of 
labour are ended, ad they are gone 
to their revard; We congratulate | 
the ad vantageous improvement of 
their circumſtances by an exchange 


of worlds; at the ſame time we are 
ſenſibly affected with our own and 
the + on loſs. 
Ir is a reli ning: e 
however, that Gop is raiſing ap 
other miniſters in thes * of. ok 
who are already departed; and ſuch 
as, I hope, will be — eminent 
ſervice in * church of CHRIS r, 
when many. of us alſo, who het re- 
main, ſpall be gathered 70 Our fatbers. 
I pour not, my friends, but 
you will frequently reflect upon the 
ſolemnities of that day, when you 


devoted yourſelves to the ſervice of 


 Gop in the en of his Sone, and 
| were 


© # The reverend Mr. Jabs Oakes, Dr. 225 Wright, 
Mr. Fofbua Bayes, Mr. George Smyth, and Mr. John 
Cender; all in the compaſs of a few months. 


DEDICATION. 
were ſeparated; ſet apart, and = 
dained to the minifterial office:  Yow 
need not be told by me, that this — 
cred work, you are engaged in, is: 
of the greateſt conſequence ; and 1 
perſuade myſelf, that each of you 
will take heed to the miniſtry, which 
ye have received in the LORD, that 
ye Jules it, and male full proof 
A it; Hing your office in every 
place, where providence ſhall caſt 


your ang ; «a it in a foreign coun- 
apy; or in your own native land tf. 
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＋ N. B. Mr. Jon fabi W beck ane 
choſen by the Exgliſo church at Rotterdam in Holland, 
to be their miniſter, and to execute the paſtoral office 
jointly with the reverend; and worthy Mr. Bax r no- 
Lou EW Lor ros; who has for many years, with 
great diligence and faithfulneſs, laboured in the ſervice 
of their ſouls. May this | younger miniſter come unto 
them in the fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the goſpel of CarisT! 
May he long, as a ſon with the father | ſerve with his 
venerable. collegue in the goſpel! And may both of them 
haye many ſeals to their miniſtry ! 

+ Mr. MaTTHEw Jacksow, ſome time fine 
ſettled at Madburſt in Suſſex, as paſtor to a ſmall con- 
gregation of ſerious chriſtians, amongſt whom he la- 
bours with much acceptance; and I hope, will conti- 
nue to do ſo, with increaſing uſefulneſs and comfort. 


1 DED TEATION: 


Aun though your fur: 
the miniſterial work Ft very an 
derable ; yet I know you will be 
always aiming at greater improve- 
ments. Let 'me”borrow-a” paſſage 
from a late pious and devour gentle- 
man j who by many excellent writ- 
ings, endeavoured x4 promote ſerious 
_ religion and practical godlineſs in 
the world: and both miniſters and 
private chriſtians, perſons of all 
ranks might grow ler and better, 
by attending to his grave, ſolemn and 

thetic addreſſes. © That man (ſays 
. * he) knoweth hut little of the dig- 
«. nity. and importance of the prieft- 
"hood, that can content” himſelf 
8.5 ohh, ordinary. attainments for the 
_ «diſcharge of b great and ſo ſacred 
«a truſt: and yet he will find him- 
s ſelf very 9 deceived, if he 
« dependeth upon the greateſt per- 
« fectionof human knowled ge, with- 
& cout continual and . prayer 
* > Gop for his grace to enable 


DEDICATION. iv 
c him to make a right uſe of it. 
This 4s nesceſſary to ſanctify hi 
« learning, though it be of never 
c ſo prodigious @ ſize; by keeping 
te him within the bonndl of humili- 
« ty, and by rendering him ſervice- 
e able tothoke, - who are committed 
“ to his charge . 
I MOST ec with you, my 
dear friends, much of that ſpiritual 
preſence of Cuxisr, which he has 
promiſed to all faithful miniſters of 
his goſpel: you will not ceaſe by 
importunate fervent prayer to ſollicit 
this great bleſſing: and J truſt you 
will conſtantly . feel the powerful 
efficacy of it, in liberal and daily 
ſupplies both of the graces and of 
the comforts: of the HOLY SPIRITS 
thoſe to furniſh 9 more for the 
important ſervice, and theſe. to ak 
mate and acc you in it. 


21 Life of Bur Bud, by mee An ne, 
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wi DE DIC A TO. 
Fon this purpoſe I commend you 
Gat to the favour of Gop; ſub- 
— __ with n h reſpe,” 3 


Vour ee end. 1 
| 8 brother in e. 
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© | The Eve of a memorable day, juſtly called ꝝ L ack 
St. Bartholomew ;' on which day 1662, no leſs than 
2000 miniſters were ſilenced and ejected from their 
livings by the AZ of . Unifermity ; though many of them 

were amongſt the mſf learned, and all of them as te- 
markable for piety, ſeriouſneſs, zeal for Gop and far 

the fouls of men, as any miniſters in the land: Men 
they were, of whom the world was not worthy, —— 
It is an honour to be deſcended from ſuch pious anceſ- 
tors! May their poſterity inherit the ſame chriftian 
ſpirit ! And ſerve their great maſter with equal faith- 
fulneſs, intogrity and zeal! 


Me Ts XXVII. 18, Ac 20. 


And. Jxsus came and ſpate; unto 
them, /a aying, All power is given 
unto me in beaben and earth; go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing | them in the name of the 
Far RRR, and of the So, and of 
the Hoy Gos: teaching them 
t obſerve all things, whatſoever 

I have commanded your and bo! 
Jam with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Ain! 


2 UR bleſſed OY uftkr " re- 
O ſutrection, appeared ſeveral times to 
bis diſciples. The interview with them, which 
the text refers to, was upon a mountain 
in Galilee" *. this Chriſt himſelf appoints 
ed before his death T. At this meeting, 
B  CagisT 


. , 16 . fup 4 Mat, xxvi. 32, and Mark xiv. ** 


* — * a * —— 
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0 
Cuxisr delivered thoſe awful and impor- 
tant words, which I have now read; as pro- 


per to be conſidered, upon occaſion of the 


* 


Cuzisr ever prifent. 


ſolemn ſervice we have now before us. 


In which words we may take notice of 


three principal things; j d, 


F 1 CuRIST＋T gives an expreſs and full de- 


claration of his own authority and uni- 
verſal power, as n 1 


power, &c. 


II. In virtue of this power and authority, 


CHRIST delivers out a commiſſion to 
his apoſtles; which was threefold ; — 


...._ (1.) To go into all nations, and by preach- 


ing the goſpel to bring over men to the 
profeſſion of the chriſtian faith. 
-- (2.) To enter ſuch profeflors into the 


number of his diſciples, by the initiat- 


ing rite of baptiſm ; the viſible ſign and 


ſeal of the chriſtian coven ant. 


(3.) Afterwards to teach them the 
whole mind and will of Chriſt; as 


far as he had already revealed it, or 


ſhould hereafter communicate it to them. 


7 Ns 6s. was the charge or commiſſion, 


which Chriſt gave to them: He then 


III. A 


with Bis faithful W = 


; \ 


m A MOST gracious promiſe, of his a | 
"ſence with them at all times; h Tom 


with 25 an even to tbe end ft the world, 


Th is the laſt of theſe, "that I hall. di- 


ſtinctly enlarge upon: And would only pre- 


miſe this one thing 072. that tho this promiſe 


was primarily made by Chriſt to the eleven 
diſciples, whom he had called 'to be his 


apoſtles, and who were the prime miniſters 


in his kingdom; yet the ' promiſe is. not li- 


mited to them, but is deſigned for the com- 


fort of the miniſters of the goſpel, in every 
fucceeding age of the world, to the very end 


of time. And a moſt comfortable promiſe 
it is! Sufficient to excite our courage, and 


make us chearfully to engage in our great 
maſter's ſervice, notwithſtanding the labours 


and trials, that attend it. I ſhall have 
my maſter with me; he will not leave 


me to myſelf; and he is inveſted with all. 


A in heaven and earth, he is ſovereign 


« Lokp of all: —— What need 1 fear? 


« What cannot I do? The difficulty of my 
e work {hall not diſcourage me; for I can 


*« d& all things througb CHRIST, which 


« Fe Hrengtbenetb me * : nor ſhall 2 and 


B 1 | s trou> 
* Phil. iv. 13. 1 | | 


On RIST ever reſent... 


« troubles affrighten me, none of theſe things 
te ſhall move me-; I aal be more than * 
&« queror through him, that loved me þ & 
CnrIST be with us, we ſhall be equal to our 
work, and ſuperior to all oppoſition; And this 
he has promiſed. | 
Ix the proſecution of this lübeck, 1 hall 
ſupgeſt ; a few hints under the following e 
ticulars; ; Vie, . 


1 


by: Tar benefit promiſed. | 1 
f 2. Tux berſons, to whom | it is 2 — i 
N Wu. AT we are to underſtan by 99% 
even unto the end of the world, — 

And tben . 

4 1 SHALL conclude with a proper im- 

provernent of the whole. 


. 


or each in its order, — . 


ö I; Tux benefit, here promiſed” is s the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt; am 1 with you, 


* 


CunrsT was juſt at this time ready t to be 
removed from them ; and actually was ſo 
within a few days; he met them af⸗ 
 tervrards x at mount Oliver, about two or three 
| | 1 miles 


r 


4 © 


4 Acts xx. 2: t Rom. vili. 37. 


wich bis: Kurbad „ 8 
miles from Feruſalem; and. there toak his laſt 
ſolemn farewell of them; So then after te 
LoRD bad .ſpoten unto them, and while be GH 
ed them, be Was parted from them, and carried 
uþ into heaven, and ſat on: the right band of 
GOD And the leaben muſt retaiti him, 
untill the times of reſtitution of all things > 3 
i, e. to the very end of the world. And yet 
at this juncture, CH R ISA gives them the aſſur- 
ance. of his being ſtill πα¾⸗i them: and to 
make the promiſe more ſtriking and empha- 
tical, he expteſſes it in the preſent tenſe; 
he does. not. lay, J will be with you; but 
Jam with you *. q. d. you ſhall find me 
* as effectually preehe- with you, as if my 


6 body never remqvedrs nor e Place of 
6 reſidence.” - 19097 ann 
Ty it be here * what we are to 
underſtand by this expreſſion [I am with you] 
and, what it imports; I anſwer, | 1 
Ir: directly ſigniſies à ſpiritual preſence | 
of CHRisT with his diſciples; or, that he 
would be with them by the influences of 
his Hor x 8 IR 1. Our dear redeemer 
was now going to receive bis um rewnrd; 
and even our intereſt called him into another 
gs world; 
1 Mark xvi. 19. and Luke xxiy. 21 t Ac ii. 22. 
e due d.... 


6 -\Cinnro7'' ever preſent | 


world; it is expedient for you, ſays he, that 
I go away v. When he had finiſhed the ſuf- 
fering part of his work here beJow; he had 
other work, very needful for us, to be per- 
formed above: but yet he did not think it 
fit, that we ſhould be left alone, as orphans 
and comfortleſs —therefore the Hol. v SpIRIT 
was ſent to ſupply his place. While our 
bleſſed Lord was in this world, he pro- 
miſed 10 pray the father, to give his diſci- 
ples and church another Comforter, "inſtead 
of bimſelf +: one, who by his gifts and 
graces ſhould provide for the remaining in- 
tereſts of his church on earth; one, who by 
his influences would lead them into the paths 
of liſe and righteouſneſs; and refreſh their 
minds, when in diſtreſs and ſadneſs, with 
his ſovereign tho' hidden confolations. The 
Greek word || ſignifies both ; not only a com- 
forter, but alſo one, who acts the part of a 
monitor, adviſing and exhorting and ſtirring 
up to that which is good: and both theſe 
arte branches of the office of the Hol 


8 IRIT A; and the ways, in which Hz a&7s 
ech all on 8 


* John xvi. 7. + John xiv. 16. 1 Tapas. 
4 V. Stockii clav. p. 534 V. 2. | 


with Bis faithful -minifters. 7 
Axp this may very fitly be called CHRIS s 
being with us: ſo he himſelf calls it: having 
made a promiſe to his diſciples, that upon 
his own remove from them, he would im- 
mediately ſend the HoLy SpIRIT, he adds, 
I will not leave you comfortleſs ; i. e. as fa- 
therleſs children, having no parents to ad- 
viſe or provide for their comfort; I will come 
to you + ; i. e. by the SpIxIT whom I will 
ſend: q. d.“ Tho' I leave you in my vifi- 
ble preſence, yet I will come again to you, 
« and will always continue with you in a 
« way more for your advantage, i. e. by the 
_« HoLy SIRIr.“ 
Ou dear redeemer by his death purchaſed 
the SPIRIT ; he was made a curſe for us,. 
that we ear receive the promiſe of the Sp ix 1 
thro faith 5, When CyRrIsT entered upon 
his kingdom, and aſcended into his glory, 
he ſent down the comforter from the father, 
according to his promiſe ||, Hz is given to 
ſupply CHRIST's room, and to carry on 


the ſame Saving deſign, which the redeemer 
ſet on foot in our world, 


Urox all theſe accounts, with the high- 
eſt propriety CH RIS may be ſaid to be ſtill 
with us, by the agency of his SPIRIT. 

Bx FORE 
+ John xiv, 18. 1 Gal, iii. 13, 14. l John xv. 26. 


8 Cunisr 6867 e 


Brrokr I difnifs this head, I would 
mention two things, implied i in this ritual 
ee of n * * Fur his iti 
re | 

* IT inipoits Sunn vs s. cdnftdnit + friend 

. e and regard to chem. N 


«7 AM with you, © ot on your . ay 
8 peut hearty friend, and faithful ale; not 
t againſt you, nor will I ftand neuter in your 
concerns. All that T have ſuffered for you, 
| has not in the leaſt cooled my affection; 
% nor will the glory I am juſt entering upon, 
« or diftance of place, ever influence me to 
4 be untnindful of you. When I am aſcended 
* to my father in heaven, my heart will ſtil! 
& be .awith you on earth, and I ſhall ever 
« be tpucheq with the feeling of your infirmi- 
ties d. It is a very frequent phraſe in the 
facred writings, that Gop 7s, or will be, with 
this or the other perſon ; and Gop has often 
| promiſed this, in order to encourage his ſer- 
| | vants to undertake the work, which he has 
appointed them, - without deri or uneaſi- 
| * ” The _— 18 . 1 as itt 
the 
* Judg. vi. 12, 13. Jer. i. 8, Ac vii. - 9 bee, | 
1 Heb. iv. 1. | 


with bis faithful aniniPers. © 9. 
the text; that they ſhould experience” the 
favour and friendſhip of Gop, in evety 
way ſuitable to the exigency of their circum- | 
ſtances? he will bear them in his thoughts; 
to ſhew them all the favour, and do them 
all the kind offices, which his affection will 
prompt him to, and which their caſe a 
require.” 51 

Non is this a | fall mercy; is inte ſuch 
an abſe; ſuch à lind and ſuch a faithful 
friend always at hand, ready to give us pro- 


per help upon all emergencies. How great a 
woe is this! 


II. cunzs75 | Piritudl pred with gof- 
pel - miniſters does further import bo 


„ and efficatious influences; as 
much as could be expected; if He was 


"jib" ww" them 2.6 


oF 4 with" jm; q. d. mY from 
this time ye ſee me no more with the eyes 
«of your bodies; yet ye ſhall ſce and feel 
Ns: ©thole” denefickl' effects of my loye and 


2 Om « power 
+ Abitufus in clum; © hee adero vobis ſpectabill 
modo; ſed adero vobis divina efficacia, Grot ad loc. 


Auxilio meo, quod preſentiam ſuam vocat. Maldo- 
nat. Menoch, & Alii, © | 


power and care, which will demonſtrate, 
de that I have not left you.” Some have 
aid of the ſoul, that ** the ſoul is whete 
< it acts. In that ſenſe, Jam ſure, Cx R185 
is with his church on earth; He acts in it, 
as well as for it. He is the great head of 
influence to all his members, a fountain of 
light and grace and life to them. CHRIST 
Auetb in them. And as it | hath pleaſed the 
father, that in bim all Julneſi. ſhould dwell . 
ſo of. his fulneſi we all receive, and grace * 
2 Tol! Herts 


* We are next to enquire, Who are 1 5 
* to em this promiſe is made. 


Fe 3 Is: gion 83 in ** 85 
— moſt extraordinary ſenſe to the eleven 
apoſtles, to whom the words were immedi- 
ately ſpoken. They were the perſons moſt 
directly affected at that time, with the ſad 
apprehenſion of their maſter's leaving them, 
after they had fo long enjoyed bis delightful 
converſation, and been happy under the di- 
rection and ſupport of his vi/ble influence 
St This was good news to them, 
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with bis faithful minifers. 18 
comfortable words ſuitable to their melan- 
choly circumſtances; that though from this 
time, they ſhould /ze his fate m more after 
the fleſh, yet Hz would however be effettu- 
ally preſent with them. They had uncom- 
mon difficulties now in view; to execute the 

ommiſſion their maſter had juſt given them 
namely, to proſelyte the world to the reli- 
gion of CHRIST: and conſidering the ſtate of 
things every where, and their on ſeeming 
unfitneſs for ſo great a work, they "might 
well deſpair of ſucceſs, if they ſhould be 
left entirety to themſelves: their compaſſio- 
nate maſter therefore aſſures them of bis 
pteſence and gracious aſſiſtance, and that 
as their day was ſo their firength ſhould be; 
his grace ſhould be © ſufficient fon them: all 
this is included in the promiſe” of his pre. 
ſence with them; This ſpeech of our Savi- 
our's to his diſciples was of the ſame import, 
with - thoſe gracious declarations; which the 
great Gop frequently made to his ancient 
ſervants, when he called them out to ſer- 
vices of extraordinary difficulty. Thus, when 
Ae was ſent into Egypt, and to bring up 
che children of Irael from thence,” he pleads 
his own inſufficiency in excuſe; Vo am I. 
that TI ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and that J 


8 Ar 1 0 Haul 


$2 Ons eder preſent; 

| foould 4 forth the children of Iſrael out of 
Egypt? But Gop animates him with this 
aſſurance, as containing every thing ſuffici- 
ent for him, Certainly I will be with thee . 
The ſame encouragement Gop gave to Fe: 
remiab, when he was afraid, how he ſhould 
execute: his prophetick commiſſion in the de- 
generate age; in which, he lived; Be nuf 
afraid of their. faces, ſays Gon, for I an 
with thee. 1. In the ſame manner our bleſſ- 
ed Lord encourages bis apoſtles and ol 
diſciples here in the tekt. 

2.) Tuougn this promiſe in the higheſt 
fenſs belonged to the apoſtles, who were 

to lay the foundation of the goſpel-church ; 

yet I am perſuaded, that CuRIST deſigned it 
to affect all the miniſters of the goſpel in 
eyery ſucceeding age to the very end of time: 
and all ſuch may from hence be aſſured, that 
Cug1sT will be with them, to give them 
ſtrength and effectual aſſiſtance, in proportion 
to the difficulties of their work, and the va- 
rious purpoſes, which from time to time he 
al to ſerve by them. 

Tur ordinary 1 miniſters | in \ the chriſtian 
* haye an intereſt in this promiſe, is 
: eren, both from the nature of the awork 

| here 


: 


2 Exod, lll, 11, 12. + Jer. i 8, 


with Bis faithful minifers. 
| here ſpecified, which is the -buſineſs: pr 
miniſters as well as it was of the, apoſtles, 
to make diſciples, to baptize and to teach 
people what CxRIsT has commanded. 
And this is evident alſo from the duration 
mentioned in the promiſe, fo the end of tb 
world; by which is meant; ab I hope to 
make appear under the next head, the atmo 
period of time. Now as the apoſtles them- 
ſelyes were not to live ſo long, Cx is muſt 
be underſtood in this promiſe to include al 
goſpel miniſters, ſucceeding in the -facred 
office in nee Aae ech e e 
MIA * 

Ap wkhiq this for e at pref, 
would here remark by the bye, oY 
4; TuaT in every age LUSOEY of a 
* goſpel- miniſter would be yery heartleſs 
und diſcouraging to all ſerious men, WhO 
* in good earneſt apply themſelyes to it, and 
ee are. duely apprized of the grand impor. | 
: tance of it; were jt not for this gracibus 
te promiſe of CHRIST in the fat. Here 
| they ground their hope of Yuceeſs, — 

hence they derive encouraging ſapport. 

Tux are ſenſible they nee Eur an 
en influences they go ont in this, 


l 6% 


7 V. Grot. ad be. 


* 


mee een of the chriſtian 
, | church. 701 "fy Tit = þ 397 14 2 mah "25h »2 


y accordingly tor his influences and bleſſing: and 


r 5 8 
Cuxfs r eder preſen: 

as cheit "might — and without 25% they | 
woold be, like Sampſon without his locks; de- 
prived of that wherein their greateſt ſtrength 


— wired 120 Tinigtdy 


equally. concerns every goſpel · miniſter, Be 
Prong _ LORD and in the power of bis 


mig. — ä— a great 


dende that their maſter has aſſured them, 
that he is irh then to aſſiſt and help them 
in their work, as truly as he was with the 


HE is mY all faithful miniſters, to "I 
rect and aſſiſt them, in all their work and in 


all their drfficultzes. They rely upon bim 


if their ſincere and well- meant labours prove 
ſucceſeful they look upon it as an accompliſh- 


A of this promiſe, and theꝶ aſexibe the glory 


of it to the preſence ande 


acy of CHRIST, 


| f working together; with them by the. r 
SpizIr.—-let me add, 


11 
2 #S> 


1251) Tris promiſe may be Fs as 


| belonging alſo to cbriſtian churches. \They 


are concerned. in it, as they ate the ſeat of 


ke goſpel-· miniſtry, and the very end of its 


W ; and as all the ordinances, which 


CHRIST 


* 


[i 


with Bis füt ful anker F 5 
Cukisr here appoints, Are calculated for 


the Goel — u and b 15 


ner tho! most dinefth aide to e 
ſters, has ax. reference: to chriſtian -churches; 


and all the members thereof may derivezedm= 
fort from it — If CHRIS TH be with mini- 
ſtets, to fit them for their work and to aſ- 
fiſt them ix it, will it not be greatly to the 
advantage of alli thoſe, Ha attend up thleir 
miniſtrations. The more of his preſents 
with ; miniſters, the more henefit will te 
people receive. Whilſt he conveys Hrs ſweet | 
influences - to! miniſters, his people will feep 
the quickening warmth thereof, and goſpel 
ordinances: willi coe er more er and 
energy to their e mn 50 ei TAY ABI 
— Ogi fitter 10 ine 
III. Wr are now to enquire into the ex. 
tenſive duration, to which this promiſe. - 
reaches Haug, even unto We end f the 
en o bus n d erer a Mer 
N—_ — —— — of, 
Wn at mean 355 miniſters to be thank- 
ful for this gracious promiſe! Oh how! Kind 
was it in our great maſter, to add ſuch a 
dlauſe, to relieve us under thoſe deſponding 
thoughts, which oy at = time r 
zu 7 - 


"> Cun16 T ever e 


u in r What a good maſter do we 
ſerve! How mercifully does he provide for 
our encouragement and comfort! And how 
chearfully may every good miniſter go on 
r work, with _ a” Proniif annexed 
Hs comm _— 
2 49 — will be with wy miniſters 
10 the end of © the world. —— Some have en- 
deayoured to wreſt this promiſe out of the 
the hands of common miniſters, ſince the apoſ- 
tolical age. Hereby they not only deprive 
ac of our chief ſupport in our work; but 
they alſo rob all ##ivare chriſtians of their 
chief encouragement, in attending 3 = 
miniſtry and ordinances of the goſpel. 
if CuR1sT is not with us by the ofthe 
of his 8SpIRIT, our miniſtrations will not 
be very effectual to promote either the com- 
Bur I hope to make it appear, that the 
promiſe is made to 1, and to thoſe who 
ſhall come after us to the very end of time. 
Tur phraſe hete uſed *, ſtrictly tranſ- 
lated would be, unto the finiſhing of the agbʒ 
and with a view to deſtroy the notion of 4 
| goſpel 1 . CE by 
— Canis 


214 . * This ales l dude. 


bd 


ETD his faithful n, 


CikisrT to laſt after, the apoſtolic age, Br. 
have contended earneſtly, that i fignifies nd 
more in the text, than unto the end of that 


age or generation, wherein Cn RIST Hale 


the words, 

Bo T this phraſe'i 1s uſed in four ocker places 
only of the New Teſtament ; and as it hap- 
pens, all of them are in St. Mattheto. And 


there is not any one of then, wherein, con- 
fiſtently with good ſenſe, any thing can be 


underſtood, beſides he end of the world ſtrictly 
ſo called, or the conſummation of all things. 


—— The phraſe is three times in chap. 


xiü.— vz. ver. 39, 40, 49. all theſe hh 
refer to the laſt general judgment, which will 
commence at the end of the world. The other 
paſſage is chap. xxiv. 3. where. the diſciples 
aſk, when will be the end of the world? I 
believe none doubts, but their meaning in 
the queſtion was, when the end F all things 
would come. And as theſe places evidently 


determine the ſenſe of the phraſe; ſo I am 


apt to think, there would have been little 
doubt, whether the expreſſion did not fignify 
the end of the world, in this paſſage as well 
as in the others; were it not for the zeal 
and fondneſs of ſome men to invalidate a 


_ goſpel-miniſtry, and to hoot it out of the. 


D world 


” * 
9 
- 
pgs rr we Or en EO ee — — — = — = — 
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x 80 
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world as 10 inflitution of CHRIST, but a 


ſhameful impoſition upon mankind *, 


Bes ipxs; let us conſider the ground of 
this phraſe, as well as the zſe of it in the 


| New Teſtament; and the matter will appear 


yet more evident. The, phraſe alludes 
to a known diviſion of time amongſt the 


Jews: . they. divided all time into three ages 
or aue, the word in the text] VIZ. 


5 Tas age "lifes the law; 
Tux age under the law; and 
Tux age of the MzsslAn: 


Tus laft, they reckoned, was to conti- 


nue to the end of the world: therefore this 
is ſometimes called the Jaft age, or (which is 
equivalent) the /aft days f. CnRrisT there- 


fore is to be underſtood here, as promiſing 

to be with his miniſters to the end of the laſt 
age, or of the time of the Mgss1an's king- 
dom; or in other words, to the end of the 
world, the end of all things, which is to 
conclude with the period of the Mes$1An' $ 


ki N for THEN cometh the end 7. 


Ke ail 5 f Cuxisr' 8 


= 


v. Ai 3p. Sockii cla, 0 alt 
i Os: 90 26s 


f wich Bis Kütbful mini hers. 


Cnxli8 T's bebur gin aſſurance therefore 
muſt amount to this; tt that though one 
we generation of miniſters (as well as 5 other 
e people) paſſes away and another comes; 
« yet this promile ſhall ſtill extend to thoſe, 
„Who ſucceed in the miniſterial office, and © 
* to the churches under their miniſtry, from 
oy age to age, till the commiſſion ſhall ex- 

* pire at the end of all things” Our law. 
fays, that © the Kino never dies; oy ſo in a 
ſenſe it may be ſaid, that the fubjedts of this 
' promiſe never die. Thus the experiences 
of former miniſters, correſpondent to this 
declaration of CHRIST, are a great relief to 

' thoſe who come after. them : and the fame 
Lokp and bead of the church, will not 
fail to diſpenſe his influences to his becple, 
by the miniſtry of the goſpel in future times, 
as He. has done in thoſe. that are poſt and 
gone. 


2.) CuRIsT will be with us ' alway, or 
through all our days unto the end of tho 
world. 

1 cannoT help borrowing a thought 
from Dr. Whitby, viz. © Had our Lord 
** made this promiſe with relation to his 
| D 2 * Tu 


20 Carnier euer preſent 
& 787 11 85 ; he W have ſaid, * 


„ 


Pate addition ;/ % and Te, enhances the 
value of the promiſe, 2 
IT ignities| not only the continuanee of 
Cux1sT's. influence from one age to another, 
according to. the neceſſities of his church; 
but alſo that bis favour would be without 
I interruption ; 3 His care would be continual and 
never intermi ted : both miniſters and.  peoph 
ſhould, from day 7 day, be the objects of his 
careful inſpection; he would alk continy- 
ally amongſt them, to give them all the help 
and comfort” they ſhould need. | 

Ir may alſo, import the continuance * 
CuxIs Ts conduct thro” . the ſeveral periods 
and circumſtances of life: : * akpay, in 7 
60 condition and ſituation : 3 

'In youth ; at their firſt ſetting out in the 
world, and engaging in his ſervice, miniſters 
may expect (in virtue of this promiſe) that 
CHRIST will be with- them ; to form 
their minds to a fitneſs for their work j— 


to introduce them into ſervice 3. to pro- 
cure acceptance for them; 5 —and by the 


ſteps 


'Y Ad loc 


* 


with Bie faithful miniſfers. 21 

ſteps of his providence to direct e 1 
tions of uſefulneſs. 

In the 47 ler- courſe of d ba os 
they are got forward into life, Cn R ISH will 
be with his miniſters; - to give them ſtrength 
as their day is; and to enable them in the 
moſt active and vigorous part of ly to 
bear the heat and burden of the. day. 

AND in time of Old Age, when infirmi- | 
ties enereaſe, and ſtrength decays; CHRIST 
will ze with them; to compaſſionate 
their feebleneſs; to ſupport their ſpirits; 
———and to refreſh them with the glorious 
proſpect of approaching reſt, and an incon- 
ceivable reward for all their faithful labours, 
_ awaiting them in the heavenly world: thi- 
ther he is already gone; there he expect, 
their arrival; and there he will give them a 
1 welcome. _ 

| Bzyore I diſmiſs the Ain part of 

my ſubject; I beg leave to ſuggeſt two things, 
| with reference to the nature and fenour of 
this promiſe in the W... 

Ix may be conſidered, both agen able, 
and as a conditional . as 


Ph IT is, no doubt, an abate 0 
tion, that CHRIST will have a church and 


a mi- 


unis N ever! projent © 


— to che end of time. In this view 
it cannot be called a promiſe to any parti. 
cular miniſter or people; or, that Cnrtisr 
will maintain a fucceſſon of preachers and 
bearers in any particular place. What a fine 
ſpot of ground was the leffer Af heretofore! 
but alas 1 the candleſtick is removed 
the glory is departed; their churches are de- 
moliſhed and lie in ruins; or are converted 
into moſques and temples for Mahometan 
ſuperſtition and vanities. The goſpel may 
be tranſplanted from one place to another. 

Bor Cunist's declaration in the text 
n aſſuredly intimates, that fome chere or 
other He will have a church and miniſtty, 
as long as the world laſts; with whom he 
will conſtantly vouchſafe "TY moſt gracious 
preſence. The gates of bell ſball never Pre- 
vail againſt his church and intereft, ſo as to 
. it from che ae 5 


11) r ann " underſtood, as a conditi- 
dt promiſe, with reference to particular 
miniſters and churches. It moſt certainly 
ſuppoſes duties to be performed on their part, 
in order to ſecure the continuance of Cy r15T"'s 
PR with * and it amounts to what 

Aa- 
* Mat. xvi. 18. 


with his faithful aniniffers. 23 
Azariah- the prophet declared. to % the 
king of Judah and his people; -*.the. LORD 
is 9vith you, while ye be with bim; and if 

« ye ſeek. him, he uill ber found of . yau-5/but 
« if ye forſake him, be will fonſale you s.. 

Tu us miniſters can depend upon CHRIS 
vol with them, only in a coutſe of faithful 
endeavours. to execute their commiſſion 3; 
while they are with him, act as under his 
eye, and as deſirous to approve themſelves to 
him; while they ſet themſelves conſcienti- 
ouſly to do the work, which he has aſſigned 
them; give themſelves in earneſt to it; while 
they act with ſincere aims to promote their 
maſter's intereſt, and to ./ave. themſelves and 
thoſe that hear them: while they labour. 
with diligence to. ſhew themſelves workmenz. 
that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the, | 
_ word of. truth, and faithfully diſpenfing ordi- 
nances in the way, which CHRIST has ap- 
pointed: And when they join to all this 
a bumble ſenſe, of their own inſuſſiciency for 
theſe things, and earneſt deres of Cu RLS“S 
preſence with them. 1 ſay, while mini- 
ſters behave thus; they may be aſſuted, 
that Cn R IST will be with them. But the 


ie and * the ſee: and /e 
A 


* 2 this xv. 2. 


24 ' Cumer ever preſent 
ſuſficient have no reaſon to expect CurrsT's 
preſence; _— . him, and he wa _ 
lake them. 

Non can profeſſing chrifians RET upon 
on K 18 T's being with them; unleſs they have 
fincerely given uþ themſelves to Gop thro 
CnRIST, and fo are the genuine ſabjects of 
his kingdom: they can only expect to find 
him, and to feel the beneficial influences of his 
grace and preſence, when they ſeek him in 
the way of his own appointment, 1. e. by 
a conſtant ſerious attendance upon goſpel- 
ordinances, as his inſtitutions ; and as means 
appointed by him, to be the channels of 
conveying his grace to the children of men, 
But where people keep out of CurisT's 
fold; neglect and diſregard the ordinances of 

the goſpel; As they evidently do not defire, 
fo neither have they any — to expect 
his advantageous preſence Let ſuch re- 
member however, that CHRIST is always 
with them, as an objerver of their conduct; 

and the day is coming, when he will fe- 
verely puniſh their contemptuous treatment 
of him and of his his inſtitutions. 


' 1.1 


with * auh c 


| We. 1 Ob nor Ae a proper im- 
provement of this ſubject, by 5 of | 
Arrrie TTR. TR oh 


Pee: this in a threefold reſpect, 


By why of Examination: 
By way of Exbortation: and 
By "way of Conſolation, 


I. Waar has been faid, can this 
promiſe of CHRIST'S perpetual preſence with 
his miniſters and his churches, may naturally 
lead us to a few ſervous enquiries ; 

Q. I. WrarT of Cx rrsT's preſerice have 
we ever experienced in the courſe of out religi- 
ous ſervices ? Miniſters and private chri- 
ſtians may unite in this awful enquiry. 
And as this can be determined only by the 

Fruits and effects, 10 us auen 


. — 


A. ; SIN in order to know what. 
of CRRIST's preſence they have had, 
may, fitly enquire z 


 Waar pleaſure and ſweetneſs have we. 

found in our work? — When we have 

beet _— upon holy things, and pre- 
E 


paring 


. 26 Canlewe ever preſent, 


JV IS % 4 4 - 2 © 


* for the ſervice of the ſanctuary, how 
have our own hearts been , impreſſed ? What 
power and effect have goſpel-truths had upon 
our own ſpirits? —— Have we. found the 
ſtrong actings of love to Gop and to preci- 
ous ſouls animating us in our miniſtrations? 
Have we gone out to our work, with earneſt 
deſires to reach the caſes and conſciences of 
our hearers, 70 fave ſouls from death.; and 


to ſtir them up to a due regard and attention 


to religion, as the grand buſineſs of life, 


the one thing needful? Have we endeavoured 
to. poſſeſs them with a firm perſuaſion of 
goſpel-truths, and to improve them in prac- 
tical godlineſs ? As far as this has been 
the caſe, we have had CEHRIST with us; 
even tho we may not have had the diſcerni- 
ble ſucceſs, which we hoped for. 

Lx r us alſo enquire; what ſucceſi we may 
reaſonably conclude we have bad ?—— 

Ir we have had any: let us with hum- 
ble thankfulneſs make our acknowledgments 
to our gracious maſter ; being ſenſible, that 
it was neither our planting, nor our watering, 
but CurIbr* s preſence and blefling, which 


gave the increaſe. Not I. ſays St. Paul, but 


the hai i Gop, W was with ne. 
. IF 
3 $4 * i f 448 N 22 1 "VE 125 - 72 , ' , 


with Bis Faithful min fe, | 


Ir we have had little or 70 ſucceſs: . ps 
us carefully enquite; whether this Hah" not 
been owing to the want of ſuch influbncts' 
of CHR1sST upon f own ſpirits, as 1 vo, 
juſt been ſpeaking of: and if fo; 
us think, what fault of © ours hath ff Book 
between him and us; that ſo without delay 
we may recover ourſelves, and regain his N . 
cacious influences for our greater fuccefs. 


B... As for you, who are HEARERS} let this 
be a day of enquity with you; "what of 
CuR1sT's preſence in his inftitutions 
e you ee nan 3 

Have: you to a day becky! Ap 

upon, by goſpel-ordinances, LON to en- 
gage in ſerious religion, or not ? Have you 
found the word of Gop at any ſeaſons pow- 
erful and piercing? Has fin ever appeared to 
you exceeding finful and deteſtable ? Has 
your Tove to Gop, to Cur15T and to your 
 fellow-ſaints been kindled and inflamed, by 
the repreſentation of Cux Is Ts fofferigg, at 
a ſacramental table? Has your attendance . 
on religious exerciſes excited and confirmed 
pious reſolutions i in your ſouls; ſo that vou 
have Sone away fully determined for Gop 


E 2 and 


28  Cuntsr « euer preſent | 
and religion | ? And has your — be. 
baviour evidenced the ſincerity of ſuch reſo. 
lations ?——Theſe, as far as you can diſcern | 
them, are the beſt proofs, that CHRIST 
has been with you in his qrdinances x 


. I. Do Wwe experience a like Be wie 


preſence of Cux iar with, us now, as in for- 
mer times? Is it with us, as in days paſt ? 


We mm: Vers, in our work 


You people, in your attendances" 
Ir NOT= 


We ſhould ſeverall ly pred to „ enquire; | 
what is the cauſe of a decay, and. dimi- 
nution? 

II is moſt certain, 70 Blume can be im- 
puted to CuR IST: it muſt be owing 
to our ſelves :——poſlibly we have been more 
inſenfible and forgetful of th neceflity of his 
influences, than we formerly were; and 
perhaps hereupon we have not ferven tl y. aſked 
him to be with us, before we came to our 
religious exerciſes, as we uſed to do ;—— or, 
it may be (and I doubt it is often the caſe) | we 
regard this or that miniſter, more than 
CHRIsT's Peres, with us; as if ſucceſs 

W 


with his qthful winifters. 


were to be expected from a e * 
more than "_ him, be is nen 
the harveſt. th nadv 3 


. ele 


i Taz TY diſcourſe ole 28 Y, 


us ſome, important duties es, = EE Ra 


1. A CAREFUL and conſtant anicathzhes* 
upon a goſpel-miniſtry, © and upon all 
the ordinances which Cu RIS has ap 
pointed in his houſe, e : 


: k * 1 \ 
1 1 A 


BLESSED is EG man, _ kernig 
wiſdom, watching daily at her gates, wait- 
ing at the poſts of her doors *, Where ſhould 
Jmners hope for converting grace, with on 
much reaſon, as where the Saviour has pro- 
miſed his preſence? And where ſhould Fram 
expect their improvement in grace, holineſs 
and comfort ſo much, as where Cuxrsr | is 
preſent with his refreſhing influences? | 


2. Ax afſectionate regard to all faithful 
miniſters, for their a ſake, and thee 
e lake 4 S N 111 


1 HIS Is expected —* our. «blefſed Loangts 
and 1 " what all faithful miniſters are entitled 
1 . R to, 
* Prov, vi. 34 f 1 The. v. 13. 


30 Cnnier ever preſent 
0 .— But 1 forbear' inſiſting" upon a point, 


eding nice, in the preſent age of Iigbt 
ad nnn n the miniſters of the 
goſpel are deſpiſed, and reproached to the 
laſt degree. I ptay Gop make us faithful 
in our great MASTER's ſervice; and then we” 
may be aſſured that when HE ſhall come 
in all his glory, we ſhall receive a crown of 
life, and ſhall Jpine,as the ſun in the kingdom 
of our Jeter when thoſe who, make light 


SS w& „ 


obere is mein. — 1 ed geſt | 
of 1 teeth, Joreves f | | 107 


bloc 5451 „ A8 


Bu, PECULIAR, concern to n 
..CuxisT's preſence with us, in all our 
atendahces on e aher 5 ien 


3 an 8 


1 


W. E ſhould 1 our | utmoſt. he: that 
purpoſe, ONT: 


1.) By ardent and conſtant prayer to 
* 18 for his gracious influences. CHRIS TT 
has promiſed his preſence, and is ready to 
afford it; but nevertheleſs, Spee; og 1 will 
Hr be —— 10. * N 


Mat. xxii. 13. TOUT 


— 


with his faithf ul tier; 3 


ot Ae). Hg {rrioully and carefully attending 
to What we are about; ng eee 
Sole ne lr 400 wet Not 

ok By. a [ diligent dais to remove. 
whatever might hinder, CR RIS from com 
ing to us, or obſtruct the communication of 
his grace and favour . 00 

ALLow me under his head of Baborts 
tion to add, | 


a Tus promiſe of the text may direct 
chriſtian churcbes, how to conduct them- 
ſelves, when they are to fix upon a 
* miniſtry amongſt them. 


Ap here I would Wggef three things, 


1.) TuEx ſhould unite their ſolemn and 
earneſt prayers to the LokD of the harveſt, 
the head of the church, that he would direct 
them in the choice of a miniſter, à man after 
his own heart. Comparatively ſpeaking, there 
are but few faithful labourers ; pray there- 
fore the Lox D of the harveſt, that he would 
ſend one of the few to that part of his vine- 
1. and church, where your lot is caſt *. 

2.) Tr EY 

+ 1 Pet. ii. 1. Mat. ix. 38. 


-— Caron ee «ria 


h Tur ſhould printipally aim at de- 

termining and fixing upon fuch a miniſter, 
as they may hope ſhall have CHRIS T's ſpe- 
cial preſence with him. A man of ſerious 
religion, and heartily ſet for promoting the 
love and fear of Go in the ſouls of men: 
a man of ſtrict piety, and an unblameable 
converſation, and a ſcribe well inſtructed unto 
the kingdom of HE ven —— May I be al- 

lowed to fay, that views of friendſhip, or 
particular acquaintance ſhould have little or 
no place here: no man ſhould be prefered on 
this account only ; he ſhould in all other reſ-— 
pects at leaſt equal thoſe, who are menti- 
oned upon the fame oecaſion * 


45 


I BE- 
* How happy would it be, if thoſe who have the 
right of electing, or the power of nominating mini- 
ſters to particular places, in the Eſtabliſped church, 
would attend to this rule, and prefer ſuch miniſters 
only, as they have reaſon to think will conſcientiouſſy 
di ſcharge their duty! What a bleſſed reformation might 
we promiſe ourſelves from hence! —— Unleſs ſome 
care be taken in this affair, it is to be feared we ſhall 
ſee the nation ſinking ftill deeper and deeper into irre- 
ligion and immorality ; and this will be a very unſuit- 
able return to God, who has in a moſt aſtoniſhing 
manner delivered us from our enemies and put them 
to ſhime who were riſen up againſt us. Our late amaz- 
ing. deliverance from a moſt unnatural rebellion, I am 


ſure, loudly calls upon all ranks and degrees of men in 
the nation, to amend their ways. 


with his faithfub miniſters. 


4 HELTEVE,: nothing has a more „ 
benen te harden men in their fins, than the 
irregular lives of thoſe, who bear a facred 
character: theſe are thought” to give a ſort 
of ſanction to the vices of other men; and 
will at leaſt entirely hinder the- good effect 
of the moſt nervous and moving diſcourſes: 
for vrhat good can a miniſter be capable of 
doing, whoſe. doctrine is a perpetual ſatyr 
upon his own life; let ſuch an ownͤ preucb 
like an angel, it will be to little purpoſe, i 
he lives like a deuil. A miniſter without 
« holineſs (ſays biſnop Bui) will ſooner damm 
te his. own foul, than ſave any one's elſe,” 
And I remember, St. Chryſoſtome makes this 
terrible remark, that of all the perſons he 
e had known converted, he never e 
wicked prieft converted.” K. voc 

How melancholy a e My it 
that any who are by office bound #9 72ach 
nen the way of ſaluutiam, ſhould by a pro- 
fligate and looſe life lead them into the ways 
of iin and deſtruction; and run into all the 
luxury and exceſs, which the moſt aban- 
doned ſinners can do! What a dreadfal ac- 
count will fuch have to give another day 

TR OSR who preach: to others, ſhould be 
paid chriſtians themſelves; and have their 
p: hearts 
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34 -—Cuntsr ever preſent 
hearts ſet upon promoting ſerious, vital god- 
line(s, all the ways they can. They ſhould 
recommend ſtrict religion by the holineſs of 


their /ives, as well as by the purity of their 
doctrine; they ſbould always bear their teſti- 


mony againſt thoſe drverfions and amuſe- 
ments and gayeties of life, which eat out 


the vitals of religion, abate a regard to the 


5 things of Go, introduce levity and vanity 


into the mind, and make men een 


5 of their everlaſting concerns. 


 Younc perſons eſpecially are in Aid | 


of receiving miſchief from ſuch things; and 
therefore they ſhould be warned to avoid them; 
and not be prompted to them by the example, 
or connivance of their ſpiritual guides, repre- 


ſenting them as innocent recreations, inſtead 
of (what they really are) moſt beuitehing 
and hazardous ſnares. It is no wonder, if 
young perſons ſhould be fond of ſuch teachers 
now]; becauſe they propheſy ſindoth things, ſuch 
as are ſuitable to their inclinations and gay 
tempers : but it is well, if many _ not 
cauſe to curſe them to all eternity. 

Tux Jews have a ſaying, that ien 
e the ſhepherd is angry with the ſheep, he 


places over them a blind guide.“ It looks 


W like a token of God's diſpleaſure 
$f LL againſt 


with bis faithful miniftors. 


againſt. us, and ſeems to be a dreadful. = 
noſtick of approaching judgments; ; that there 
are amongſt us many imployed in the . 
cred office, whoſe lives are notoriouſly imo 
ral ; a ſtanding diſerace to their function, 

and of very bad: influence on others. This 
is one of the crying ſins of the preſent age, 
and becauſe of this the land mourneth, 

I, Ray Goyp give all his miniſters grace 
to be faithful; and may they ſo preach and 
ſo live, as to ſave themſelves, and thoſe that 
hear a“ And may all miniſters of a/ dif- 
ferent caſt and diſpoſition always find it dif 


ficult, if not ls # to be priſons. in e ; 
chriſtian, charch | - 


RY Thxs: ſhould * „ ot * 
K. not enter upon ſuch a ſettlement. and 
choice, with any thing in their Zempers or 
conduct, that may he likely to occaſion 
Cu RIST's not vouchſafing * gracious wy 
ſence; with them „, 
Diss ENs ioxs, quarrels and animolitie 
will have: this fatal tendency. 
WHENEVER therefore any p A 1 
chriſtians are called to the choice of a mini- 
ter amongſt them; they would do well to 
conſiger St. Paul's advice to the Corinthians, 
Ea « 4 as 


36 Suter ory profent 
as” dircRed" to them. . Finaly, brethren, 
* © farewell; be perfect, be of good comfort, be 
00 of vn mind. live in peace, ns the GON 
8 — 975 at or be Wi 4:6 ne . 5 f 
b m Witkr has b aid, Fs fone 

arguments of comfort to faithful mini- 

„ and fincere chriſtians; and that in 

a variety of caſes, -which would other. 
* wie be ey di) copia namely, * | 


'T y Tie the want of Cit 155 6 x pre- 
ſence ——This was ſoon to be the caſe of 
the diſciples; to whom Cir ST" immediately 
directed this promiſe; their MASTPR Was in 
a ſrort time to leave them, and in @ viſible 
ſhape or form to be ſeen by them no _ : 
Gand this is the caſe of all chriſtians, - in 
the ſucceeding ages of the world, ever A 
Sanfter rey =. into o heaven. | oe IA 

TY Uron the deat} of en aſeful 
miniſters. =Tho' one and another of theſe 
die, yet C RIST is ll ab bis faithful 
ſervants —He will be wittr thoſe, who 
enter upon their labours At their Art 
Err out” wy the ne of the miniſtry; ; to 
53 N ; encou- 
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® 2 Cor. xiii, Il, 


4 o 
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with 25 Faith fe, N 


encourage their hearts and Arengtheh 1 their” 
bends And in alt the Trials and dg. . 
ragements, they may meet with 15 the 4 or” 
| part 8 mote, mung; 
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3) Wart the ſtate of we eure i me- 
wicket and religion is” at ©; a*lop- ebb ; the 
con ſideration of this promife will "nib 
much to our comfort. More of the pre- 
ſence of CuR IST, and larger effuſion! of bis 


Irie 


Spratt, "will ſoon change the 4e, 
create a pleaſing Iran 17 and theſe we 
have foundation to expect: for H is intereſt will 
never r quite be extinguiſhed's as long as the world 
laſts ; and in the mount of the LORD it 22 
be ſeen: when matters are carried almoſt to 
the laſt extremity, then Will CRRTIST CM 
pear; and by his bright and reviving beams 
this ſun of rightequfueſs will ſcatter he dark 
clouds, and make a foyous day. n every mMe- 
lancholy ſeaſon therefore, let us direct our eyes” 
and prayers to our great and ind MASTER, 
let us plead his own promiſe with' him, and : 
we need not be diſhearteried:: NE "will 4 
with us, and appear for dur help and, Joy. 
and give d us//frength equi to bur dg. 
* Ty1s is what' CrurrsT has engage 
the text; and he © cannot be worſe da Bs,” 
word, 


2 


38. Cugisr erer preſent... 


word; ; bor will he eyer diſappoint the regulay.. 
hopes of bis ſervants, LO! tale notice of 
what 1 _here. promiſe ; 'E bebold, adnire, and. 


299 4 


that I am with you . — even to The end 4 
the world; you ſhall have my Spiritual pre- 
nee with you, to the end of time and with-: 
out intermi Mon. Here i is added, Au RN I 

"Wa IC H is a word of- great ee 
and may be conſidered: in a double vier; 

EITRER as, added by CHRIST at he 
end of his commiſſion: to the apoſtles: and 
then, it is, as his ſetting his, hand and ſeal. 
to bis ſolemn engagement to be with them; 
lauen!“ « ſo it ſhall moſt certainly e; I the; 

* AM EN, the faithful and true witneſs, who 
40 cannot deceive: you, do expteſsly declare, 
« that you ſhall alway: find me. preſent with 
« vou, according to my word.” 

On; this AMEN: may be Goonked to by. 
added by the evangeliſt St. Matthew ; wha; 
was one of the apoſtles, to whom the pro- 
miſe was immediately made: and then the 
word repreſents, the apoſtle's hearty and thank-. 
ful reſting on the promiſe ; Amen, ſo be it, 
ſo Et it e; © LoRD. thou haſt faid for the 
encouragement of faithful miniſters, I am 
© with. you. akvay <1 Amen I be it unta, 
cc te thy 


eon 


with 57 faithful miniſters. 39 
ce thy ſervants according to this word: 

« preſence we moſt earneſtly aſt; and now 
« with firm hope we _ it; in putſuance 
« of thy gracious promiſe.” ol 
Wꝛr n what chearfulnels m every faitb- 
ful miniſter” of CuRIST engage, and pro- 
ceed in the work of the goſpel, with fach 
an aſſurance: from his great "MASTER, given 
on purpoſe” for our ſapport and vl. 

LE vs build upon this word of grace, 
and turn it into a prayer; humbly implor- 
ing CnRIS T's preſence with us, who have 
been for any /ength of time engaged in this 
ſacred work; as well as with you, who are 
now ſolemnly by prayer, and laying on of the 
hands of the preſbytery [the primitive and 
ſcriptural method of ordination] to be ſo- 
_— 1 apart for this ſacred gfice. 


« — May Jesus naler, the great 

< ſhepherd of the ſheep, the Saviour of 

tc men, the author and finiſher of our 

e faith, grant to all of vs, his ſpiritual 
and friendly and efficacious preſence and 
< influences; to afj/t us in all the parts 
of miniſterial duty; to ſtrengthen, 
© comfort. and eſtabliſh us againſt all 
e oppoſition of men or devils ; and to 

© give 
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hah us abundant _— that we mays 


Ct Lacs en we * . Gov 


” SE + w# + 


and our generation according to the 
115471 © will f Gop, and Fall aſſecp; 
1 may we be recei into paradiſe, and 


© have a crown of - life, righte 


25 and glory; put upon us by our dear 


- 1 MASTER, in token of our fidelity; 
% may ue ever be with the Lokp! 
«71 111 e 5 &MEN: i li ; 
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Gradl b boy . all tht 5. 
id the #wbole 2arrh my grace erectits} 
e Baptize ne converts in 8 name; 8 


Happy ate they, who ſhall believe. 
- 
&« Teach them to do thy holy will; 
ws | dn commands; 


© Fear not; for 1 will you defer "1 
* All pow' is lodged in my hands, 
III. 
« Pm with you, till the world ſhall end; 
Each faithful miniſter ſhall find, 


« My gracious preſence with him is; 
To chear his ſeu, and guide his ming,” 
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nbly truſt Zby promiſe, Log 
To all our ſouls make good this word; 
May MINISTERS and:PEOPLE too, 
Guided by thee, know what to do. 
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May we thy faithful ſervants be; 


Our time, and powers, for thee. employ: iN 
hat, whe n CHRIST comes to judge t 
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